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“Peace, Justice, and Reconciliation” – November 2, 2009 

 

 
Scott Gration 

U.S.   Special Envoy to Sudan 

Abuja, Nigeria  

October 29, 2009 

 

Today marks the release of the much-anticipated report by the African Union’s (AU) High Level Panel on 

Darfur.  The Panel, led by former President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, was convened earlier this year to 

examine the situation in Darfur and to come up with recommendations to address issues of accountability, 

combating impunity, and bringing about healing and reconciliation for the people of Darfur.  I am attending a 

special session of AU Peace and Security Council in Abuja, Nigeria, where a number of African heads of state 

are reviewing the Panel’s findings. 

We welcome the release of this report and applaud the efforts of the AU, President Mbeki, and his panel of 

experts.  We will study the Panel’s results and recommendations closely.  It is critical that we begin laying the 

groundwork for peace, justice, and reconciliation in Sudan.  As articulated in the United States policy on Sudan, 

accountability for the genocide and atrocities in Darfur is fundamental and necessary for reconciliation and 

lasting peace.  As such, we will continue to work with the AU, Darfuri armed movements, Darfuri civil society, 

the Government of Sudan, and the international community to address these critical issues and to bring peace, 

justice, and reconciliation to Sudan.  We will also continue to be supportive of finding a way forward that is 

deemed credible and unbiased by the standards of international justice and that enjoys the confidence of the 

people of Darfur. 

Thank you for your continued interest, Scott. 
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